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L, About mid-épril 1947 « nee, well equipped and recently Sorlet~trained Korean - 

- GCemunicst Volunteer Aray of approximately 56,000 men departed from Ghoyan (Sezan) 
(12518, 20-50) and exbered Manchuria / at 126-05, bie 552_ 7 vie the Seal) Chang Pai 
nountain venge / Gubeck-san, 41~52, 128~12?7_/, traveling te Tunhua (123-14, 43-22) 
vie Fuaung (127-18, 42=20). a The commander of theae troops then and at. present 
is KIM Un-kap ( “GZ LZ?) F ), of general, officer rank, aged 44. 


2, These troops treveled nertiward during early May, meving the anin bedy ef thelr 
ferces inte Tunhus about 6 May, with advariced unite moving northeast of Shulen 
(126=h8, Lbe-2L) about that date. Some unite of the army were seid to have bean 
vevlewed by General LIN Piao at front Line pests northeast of Shulan en 7 May 1947. 
Trey traveled the mountain ranges 4% night. in order te hide their movements fren 
Hationalist aples and suddenly te confront the Eationalist ferces with a fresh, 
woll treined arny. 


3o As the axoy progreased northward to occupy the Suagari River defense lime south 
and séutheast of Harbin, it ales dlepatched agants and eaheteure inte Neticnalist~ 
held teme, particularly Fushun (123-54, 41-53), Tunghua (125=57, 43~43), and 
Kirin (126-32, 43-91). Tuo of these egenta, after scouting the Nationalist situa- 
tion at Kirin, traveled thraugh the sree te prepare for the entry of more agents 
(in advenes of the Chincgo Gomunist atteck) inte Kirin and Gosngcum. One of 
the agents estimated that over GOC underground agents of the new arngr had been 
successfully planted in variens Netionalict ccoatera. 
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i 4, & mera nenely accurate estimate of the number of agente plented by this ang in 
u Watienalist eenters would be about 300. 


5. The chief purpsec of the new amy's entry inte Hanchurlea Ja to belster Chinese 
Commmiet forces fer the Mey offensive and to relieve certain Korean write number 
ing abeut 20,000 men, which had been fighting in Manchuria with the Chinese 
Coammiste for some time us mexbers of the Korean Volumteor Gespa. The new army 
was apeclalliy trained by Soviets and eas described by acme of ita oan mambors ag 
specially equipped with Soviet and Japanese armas, mostly the latter. Zt had bean 
training in Worth Korea since September 1946 as a wnit. Ite field officers are 
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' from the original ranks of the Korean Volunteer Corps, but its squad leaders 


and many of its junior officers are recent graduates of the Kerean Caununist 
Officers Training Schools ae ? Peace Preservation Corps Officers Training Schools_/ 
in North Korea. 


>) 


It is estimated that the now army of 50,000, added te those in the Chientao area 
and already in the Harbin area, would raise Korean Volunteer Army strength in 
Manchuria to about 70,000. (Newspapers report fran 80,000-100,000. ) 


reported in May that 30,000 cadets of the North Korean 
Peace Preservation Training Corpz were organized into a new Korean arny on 22 April. 
It has &lso been reported that the Korean Volunteer Army, located in eastern 
Manchuria, was deactivated and returned to North Korea, the order for the deactiva- 
tion reportedly having gone out on 15 August 1946. At that time there was no 
"Korean National Army" in existence, but evidence of the formation of such an 
army from the returned Korean Volunteer Corps (Army) was first reported in October 
1946s About Nevember 1946 the North Korean Constabulary, or Kyung Bi Dai, was 
reported to have merged with the new national army. The same report states that 
the new Korean army would be called the Kyung Bi Dai, However, other and more 
recent reports indicate that the name may be officially "North Korean Volunteer 


Army", 


Other reports from various sources indicate that the North Korean government, 
with the backing of the Soviets, has pulled the old Korean Volunteer Corps back 
to North Korea; put many of ite officers into the old Kyung Bi Dai along with 
Koreans trained in the USSR; put graduates of the North Korean training schools 
into the lower echelons of the Kyung Bi Dai; merged the Kyung Bi Dai. with the 
main force of the returned Korean Volunteer Corps; and called the new amy either 
the Kyung Bi Dai or the North Korean Volunteer Army. Prior to this > the North 
Korean forces were known as the "Army of KIM Il~sung" or the "Army of the North 
Korean People's Committee", chiefly because a provisional government may not 
legally maintain an army, 


If the above is true, it is likely that any unit of North Korean troops sent to 
Manchuria will be a part of the new national army and that irregular units will 
begin to disappear as they are absorbed into it. 


Further indications are that the North Korean Government, again with the help of 
of the Soviets, is sending large units of the new amy to Manchuria to gain 
battle experience with the Chinese Communists in preparation for a possible war 
between North and South Kores after the withdrawal of Soviet and American occupa. 


. tion forces. ‘There ara reports that large Korean units have moved into the 


Chiamuszu (130-21, 46-29) area and from there to the battle front. These movements 
differ from those of the fail and winter months of 1946 and early 1947 in tnat 

the units involved are coming from North Korea and that they are of much larger 
size than the units previously reported. The new "armies" are usually reported as 
Soviet—trained and well equipped with Japanese or Soviet weapons, It has not yet 
been established that, Korean troops actually teck part in the Chinese Communist 
attack on Changchun in May, but it is possibly true that they are taking part in 
the so-called "May offensive" and that their units will be found on the major 
battlefronts. A United Press staff correspondent reports full strength Korean 
divisions operating in the Kirin area, one of which was on 1 June attacking 
Yentungshan (125-59, 43-17) and Pishih, 24 miles south of Yentungshan (Panshih--— 
125-59, 42=-56?).) 
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